
Upcoming Events:  

• mainly music for preschool children and their caregivers resumes January 3, 2023. 

• Foundations classes resume next Sunday, January 8, 2023. We will have a fellowship breakfast 
to kick off the new year. Bring a breakfast  item to share 

• 2-5th and 6-12 grade Fellowship Groups will meet Sunday, January 16 from 5-7 p.m. 

 
Service Opportunities 
We have several opportunities for students (grade 7 and up) to serve Sunday mornings in 
nursery as youth helpers and in technology, serving on the live stream team and learning our 
sound system or slides. Adults needed as well. Contact Rachel Kennedy for more information.  
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January 1, 2023 
 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,  
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me  

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  
John 8:12 

Thank you for visiting 

Ambassador.  

We would like to get to know 
you better. Please scan the code 
and fill out  the information or 

email us:     
apcoffice@ambassadorpres.org 

 

Our Leadership: 
Warren Harvey, Senior Pastor 

Kyle O’Donnell, Associate Pastor 

Randy Martin, Executive Director  

Rachel Kennedy, Director of Children’s Ministry 

 

Elders:      Deacons: 

Steve Brown   Mike Camp  

Tony Clark   Buck Hodges 

Jim Compton   Chad Lyons 

Don Knox   Matt Peedin 

Gary Shearin   Peter Siegel 

 

Visit our website for contact information or to learn 
more about Ambassador: ambassadorpres.org 

Ambassador Presbyterian Church | 1010 Schieffelin Road  | Apex NC 27502 | 919-249-0230 | ambassadorpres.org 

Our Vision: 
At Ambassador, we seek to glorify God  

and share the good news of Jesus  
by being a community of people who know God  

personally, worship God joyfully,  
care for each other sincerely, and reach out  

to others purposefully through the  
transforming power of the gospel.  



Prelude                    *Please Stand 
 
Welcome  
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                Matthew 2:1-2; 10-12 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,  
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going 
into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and wor-
shiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and  
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way.  

 

*Song of Praise                                                It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
It came upon a midnight clear that glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth, good will to men from heaven's all gracious King 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats O'er all the weary world 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing 
 
And ye beneath life's crushing load whose forms are bending low 
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow 
Look now for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing 

                                 
*Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

  

 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the Lord to serve other gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our 
fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those 
great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among 
all the peoples through whom we passed. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all 
the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 
the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is a 
holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your 
sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do 
you harm and consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people said 
to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the Lord.” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, 
“You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve 
him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign 
gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the Lord, the God of Isra-
el.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and his 
voice we will obey.” 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and 
put in place statutes and rules for them at Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these 
words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone and set it up there 
under the terebinth that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. 27 And Joshua said to all 
the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us, for it has heard all the 
words of the Lord that he spoke to us. Therefore it shall be a witness against you, 
lest you deal falsely with your God.” 28 So Joshua sent the people away, every man 
to his inheritance. 



*Words of Assurance                                                                        1 John 1:5-9 

L: This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.   

P: If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth.  

L: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

L: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

*What We Believe                                                              The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in  
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended into hell.* The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe   
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,† the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.    
* Meaning that Christ took upon himself the full wrath of God for our sins on the cross.  
† Meaning the "universal" church made up of all true believers in Jesus Christ.   

 
*Song of Praise                                         To Christ the Lord Let Every Tongue 

To Christ the Lord let every tongue, its noblest tribute bring, 
When He's the subject of the song, who can refuse to sing? 
Survey the beauties of His face, and on His glories dwell, 
Think of the wonder of His grace, and all His triumphs tell. 
 
He saw me plunged in deep distress, He fled to my relief, 
For me He bore the shameful cross, and carried all my grief. 
His hand a thousand blessings pours, upon my guilty head, 
His presence gilds my darkest hours, and guards my sleeping bed. 

Joshua 24:1-28  

 
 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, 
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before 
God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long 
ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of   
Nahor; and they served other gods. 3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond 
the River and led him through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I 
gave him Isaac. 4 And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. And I gave Esau the hill coun-
try of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 5 And I sent 
Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did in the midst of it, and after-
ward I brought you out. 
 “‘Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea. And the 
Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7 And 
when they cried to the Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians and made 
the sea come upon them and cover them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And 
you lived in the wilderness a long time. 8 Then I brought you to the land of the Amo-
rites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan. They fought with you, and I gave them 
into your hand, and you took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you. 
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel. And he 
sent and invited Balaam the son of Beor to curse you, 10 but I would not listen to    
Balaam. Indeed, he blessed you. So I delivered you out of his hand. 11 And you went 
over the Jordan and came to Jericho, and the leaders of Jericho fought against you, and 
also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them into your hand. 12 And I sent the hornet 
before you, which drove them out before you, the two kings of the Amorites; it was not 
by your sword or by your bow. 13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored and 
cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and 
olive orchards that you did not plant.’ 
 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. 
Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” 
 



Message from God’s Word                                                      Joshua 24:1-28 

Choose this Day 

*Song of  Praise                                                                        Ancient of Days 
Though the nations rage, kingdoms rise and fall, 
There is still one King reigning over all. 
So I will not fear for this truth remains: 
That my God is, the Ancient of Days. 
 
Chorus: None above Him, none before Him, 
All of time in His hands, 
For His throne it shall remain and ever stand. 
All the power, all the glory, 
I will trust in His name, 
For my God is, the Ancient of Days. 
 
Though the dread of night overwhelms my soul, 
He is here with me, I am not alone, 
O His love is sure, and He knows my name, 
For my God is, the Ancient of Days. (Chorus) 
 
Though I may not see what the future brings, 
I will watch and wait for the Saviour King. 
Then my joy complete standing face to face, 
In the presence of the Ancient of Days. (Chorus) 
 

*Benediction                                                                                   1 John 5:20 
And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.  

 

To Him I owe my life and breath, and all the joys I have, 
He makes me triumph over death, and saves me from the grave. 
To Heav'n the place of His abode, He brings my weary feet, 
Shows me the glories of my God, and makes my joy complete. 
 
Since from His bounty I receive, such proofs of love divine, 
Had I a thousand hearts to give, Lord they should all be Thine. 
A thousand men could not compose, a worthy song to bring, 
Yet Your love is a melody, our hearts can't help but sing. 
 

Hearing God’s Word           Joshua 24:1-28  

Prayers of the People 

Let the Little Children Come 

*Offering our Gifts to God                                         Be Thou My Vision 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping Thy presence my light. 
 
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word. 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son, 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 
Riches I heed not nor man's empty praise, 
Thou my inheritance now and always. 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart. 
High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, my victory won. 
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'ns Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, what ever be fall. 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 


